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828 Reviews of Books 

true that the Russo-Japanese War had its initial impulse in Germany's 
policy to weaken Russia in Europe; if it were true that the British- 
Japanese treaty was a check to American aspirations on the Pacific; in 
short if many other inuendoes were based on fact, the " feeler " might 
call forth a response. As matters are, the event will exhibit the truth, 
and it will be time enough to answer such questions when they are no 
longer academic as they now are. 

Modem Constitutions: a Collection of the Fundamental Laws of 
Twenty-two of the Most Important Countries of the World, 
with Historical and Bibliographical Notes. By Walter Fair- 
leigh Dodd. In two volumes. (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press; London: T. Fisher Unwin. 1909. Pp. xxiii, 351; xiv, 

334-) 

This set contains a carefully edited collection of important written 
constitutions, with amendments, in force at the beginning of the year 
1907. Some important changes of even later date are incorporated, such 
as, for instance, the new suffrage laws of Austria, and the newer organi- 
zation of the Russian Duma. 

A brief sketch of constitutional development and a select bibliography 
accompany the fundamental laws of each country. A four-page general 
bibliography and a twenty-page index with cross-references add to the 
value of the work. The typographical appearance of the volumes is 
neat, and the effect of the set as a whole is attractive. 

Although the title mentions twenty-two countries, twenty-three docu- 
ments are listed, the difference arising apparently from the fact that 
Austria-Hungary is counted as two countries and their fundamental laws 
given, as well as the fundamental general law, for the empire as a whole. 
Outside of Europe the constitutions included are those of Japan, Eng- 
land's federated colonies of Canada and Australia, the United States of 
America, and four of the Latin States of America, vis., Mexico, Brazil, 
Argentina and Chile. Naturally enough, all of the federations of any 
consequence are included with the exception of Venezuela, which in 
form, at least, is a federative republic. 

Many of these constitutions are already accessible in English, and 
others are contained in foreign collections of texts readily found in 
important library centres, but it is unquestionably convenient to have at 
hand so many fundamental laws, brought down to date, and translated 
into good idiomatic English. The collection of fourteen foreign consti- 
tutions issued in 1894 for the use of the New York State Convention was 
sadly lacking in this respect and was defective also because of the wide 
variation in terminology used by the several translators. In this set a 
consistent technical vocabulary throughout is emphasized, though occa- 
sional slips might be enumerated, as, for example, when the ambiguous 
word " unitarians " is used in one place to denote the opposition to 
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federation (I. 1) and in another place the phrase "supporters of cen- 
tralization " (II. 38). In passing it may be said that the Mexican consti- 
tution of 1824 (II. 37) is fully as much Spanish in origin as American, 
many sections being taken bodily from the Spanish constitution of 1812, 
which in its turn derived the substance of its provisions from the con- 
stitutions of the French Revolution. A rather careless slip may be seen 
on page 294 (volume II.) where the note states that the Apportionment 
Act of 1901 provided for a membership of 391 in the Lower House of 
Congress. The proper number of course is 386, with five since added 
for Oklahoma. 

The collection as a whole is excellent and will prove to be well-nigh 
indispensable to that large and growing body of students who desire to 
compare the governmental systems of states so as to gain thereby a 
clearer knowledge of the underlying principles of political development. 

J. Q. Dealey. 

BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

Guide to the Manuscript Materials for the History of the United 
States to 1/83, in the British Museum, in Minor London Ar- 
chives, and in the Libraries of Oxford and Cambridge. By 
Charles M. Andrews and Frances G. Davenport. (Wash- 
ington: Published by the Carnegie Institution. 1908. Pp. xiv, 
499-) 

Professor Andrews and Miss Davenport, together with all students of 
the history of the American colonies and Revolution, are to be congratu- 
lated on the publication of this the first installment of the Guide to 
the manuscript materials in the British archives which relate to the 
United States. The present volume contains an inventory of the mate- 
rials in the British Museum, the Privy Council Office, the House of 
Lords, in Lambeth Palace, Fulham Palace and in the possession of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, in the libraries of Oxford 
and Cambridge, and in various smaller repositories. To the vast collec- 
tions in the Record Office a later and separate volume, by Professor 
Andrews, will be devoted. The lists of papers in the British Museum, 
the Privy Council Office and the libraries of the universities include all 
manuscripts relating to the island colonies and to Canada, but this rule 
was not so completely carried out in the case of the other collections. 
A brief description or identification of every document or pamphlet is 
given, with the number which it bears — both of volume and folio — in the 
catalogue of the collection to which it belongs. An elaborate index, with 
special helps and classifications of its own, concludes the volume. With 
the aid of this Guide it therefore becomes possible for the inquirer to 
ascertain in a brief time where the sources which he is seeking are 
located and what he can afford to ignore. As a handbook for investi- 



